
From beginning to end, each step of your surgical protocol can influence 
development of postoperative nausea, vomiting, and intestinal dysbiosis and this 

impact needs to be considered for comprehensive patient management.

•	 Fasting: Fasting pets for as little as 12 hours 
has been shown to have a significant, negative 
impact on gastrointestinal tract motility.2

•	 Pre-medication: Many pain medications, 
particularly opioids, can produce mild to severe 
gastrointestinal side effects including nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, decreased appetite, and ileus.3

•	 General anesthesia: Up to 33% of dogs 
experience perioperative or postoperative GI side 
effects associated with general anesthesia.4

•	 Antibiotics: Peri and postoperative 
antibiotic use in dogs has been shown to 
induce intestinal dysbiosis that may not fully 
resolve even 3 months post-surgery.5

CLINICAL GUIDELINES FOR  
Postoperative Nutrition Management

Over 90% of dog owners are worried about occurrence of 
gastrointestinal upset after surgery and are willing to start a 
proactive management plan recommended by their veterinarian.1
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•	 Great-tasting, highly digestible nutrition clinically 
proven to help resolve diarrhea and support recovery.

•	 Fortified with ActivBiome+ Digestion, a proprietary 
blend of prebiotic fibers clinically shown to rapidly 
activate the gut microbiome to support digestive health.

Intended for veterinary audiences

Proactively implementing a postoperative feeding plan, even for routine procedures including 
spays, neuters, or dental prophylaxis, focused on high digestibility and microbiome support 

helps improve wound healing and promote gastrointestinal recovery after surgery.6



Weight 
of Cat 
(lbs)

Cans to 
Feed  

Per Day

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 3 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 5 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 7 
Days

1 1/2 2 3 4

2 3/4 3 4 6

3 1 3 5 7

4 1 1/4 4 7 9

6 1 3/4 6 9 13

8 2 1/4 7 12 16

10 2 1/2 8 13 18

12 3 9 15 21

Hill’s Prescription Diet i/d Kitten Chicken Pate 5.5 oz can

Weight 
of Cat 
(lbs)

Cans to 
Feed  

Per Day

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 3 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 5 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 7 
Days

1 2/3 2 3 4

2 1 1/8 4 6 8

3 1 1/2 5 8 11

4 1 7/8 6 10 14

6 2 1/2 8 13 18

Weight 
of Cat 
(lbs)

Cans to 
Feed  

Per Day

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 3 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 5 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 7 
Days

1 1/2 2 3 4

2 1 3 5 7

3 1 1/4 4 7 9

4 1 5/8 5 9 12

6 2 1/4 7 12 16

8 2 2/3 8 14 19

10 3 1/4 10 17 23

Growth less than 4 months Growth 4-6 months Growth 7-12 months

Implementing Hill’s Prescription Diet i/d in Postoperative Nutrition Planning

Hill’s Prescription Diet i/d Puppy Turkey 13 oz can

Weight 
of Dog 
(lbs)

Cans to 
Feed  

Per Day

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 3 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 5 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 7 
Days

2 1/2 2 3 4

5 1 3 5 7

8 1 1/3 4 7 10

10 1 2/3 5 9 12

15 2 1/4 7 12 16

20 2 3/4 8 14 20

30 3 3/4 12 19 27

40 4 2/3 14 24 33

50 5 1/2 17 28 39

60 6 1/4 19 32 44

70 7 21 35 49

80 7 3/4 24 39 55

100 9 1/4 28 47 65

120 10 1/2 32 52 74

Weight 
of Dog 
(lbs)

Cans to 
Feed  

Per Day

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 3 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 5 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 7 
Days

2 3/8 2 3 3

5 3/4 3 4 6

8 1 1/4 4 7 9

10 1 1/3 4 7 10

15 1 3/4 6 9 13

20 2 1/3 7 12 17

30 3 9 15 21

40 3 3/4 12 19 27

50 4 1/2 14 23 32

60 5 1/4 16 27 37

70 6 18 30 42

80 6 1/2 20 33 46

100 7 2/3 23 39 54

120 8 3/4 27 44 62

Weight 
of Dog 
(lbs)

Cans to 
Feed  

Per Day

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 3 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 5 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 7 
Days

2 1/3 1 3 3

5 2/3 2 4 5

8 1 3 5 7

10 1 3 5 7

15 1 1/2 5 8 11

20 1 3/4 6 9 13

30 2 1/2 8 13 18

40 3 9 15 21

50 3 2/3 11 19 26

60 4 1/4 13 22 30

70 4 2/3 14 24 33

80 5 1/4 16 27 37

100 6 1/4 19 32 44

120 7 21 35 49

Growth less than 4 months  
(Pregnancy weeks 7 - 9)

Growth 4-9 months  
(Pregnancy weeks 5 - 6)

Growth 10-12 months  
(Pregnancy weeks 1 - 4)

Intended for veterinary audiences



Hill’s Prescription Diet 
i/d Adult Cat Chicken 
Pâté 5.5 oz can

Weight 
of Cat 
(lbs)

Cans to 
Feed  

Per Day

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 3 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 5 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 7 
Days

6 1 3 5 7

8 1 1/4 4 7 9

10 1 1/2 5 8 11

12 1 3/4 6 9 13

14 2 6 10 14

16 2 1/4 7 12 16

18 2 1/3 7 12 17

Hill’s Prescription Diet  
i/d Adult Cat Chicken and 
Vegetable Stew 2.9 oz can

Weight 
of Cat 
(lbs)

Cans to 
Feed  

Per Day

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 3 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 5 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 7 
Days

6 2 1/2 8 13 18

8 3 9 15 21

10 3 1/2 11 18 25

12 4 12 20 28

14 4 1/2 14 23 32

16 5 15 25 35

18 5 1/2 17 28 39

Hill’s Prescription Diet i/d Adult Dog 
Chicken & Vegetable Stew 5.5 oz can

Weight of Dog 
(lbs)

Cans to Feed  
Per Day

Cans to Send 
Home Per 3 

Days

Cans to Send 
Home Per 5 

Days

Cans to Send 
Home Per 7 

Days

5 1 1/3 5 9 12

10 2 3/4 9 14 20

15 3 3/4 12 19 27

20 4 3/4 15 24 34

30 6 1/2 20 33 46

40 8 24 40 56

50 9 1/2 29 48 67

60 11 33 55 77

70 12 1/4 37 62 86

80 13 1/2 41 68 95

100 16 48 80 112

120 18 1/3 55 92 129

Implementing Hill’s Prescription Diet i/d in Postoperative Nutrition Planning

Hill’s Prescription Diet 
i/d Adult Dog Turkey 
Recipe 13 oz can

Weight 
of Dog 
(lbs)

Cans to 
Feed  

Per Day

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 3 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 5 
Days

Cans to 
Send 
Home 
Per 7 
Days

5 1/2 2 3 4

10 1 3 5 7

15 1 1/4 4 7 9

20 1 1/2 5 8 11

30 2 6 10 14

40 2 2/3 8 14 19

50 3 9 15 21

60 3 1/2 11 18 25

70 4 12 20 28

80 4 1/3 13 22 31

100 5 1/4 16 27 37

120 6 18 30 42

Hill’s Prescription Diet i/d Adult Dog 
Chicken & Vegetable Stew 12.5 oz can

Weight of Dog 
(lbs)

Cans to Feed  
Per Day

Cans to Send 
Home Per 3 

Days

Cans to Send 
Home Per 5 

Days

Cans to Send 
Home Per 7 

Days

5 3/4 3 4 6

10 1 1/4 4 7 9

15 1 3/4 6 9 13

20 2 6 10 14

30 3 9 15 21

40 3 1/2 11 18 25

50 4 1/4 13 22 30

60 4 3/4 15 24 34

70 5 1/2 17 28 39

80 6 18 30 42

100 7 21 35 49

120 8 1/4 25 42 58

Intended for veterinary audiences


